THE   RETARDED   CHILD

and teaching enables the slower child to go at his own
pacje; he is not over-burdened by comparison with
children who are much better than he is, but only
measures himself with the others in his group; while in
individual learning he is not compared with anyone,
his progress is a matter of interest only to himself and
his teacher.

Nor is learning to read or do arithmetic given undue
prominence even in the transition class; these activities
are just some among other interesting forms of activity.

But apart from the general spirit and method of the
whole school and the classroom, we do need to consider
if special methods of teaching should be used for back-
ward children. Some reference has been made to these
in the chapter on reading. The points will be sum-
marised here.

Mentally slow children need more varied and more
active methods of teaching. Appeal must be made, not
only to the eye and the ear, but also to the hand, and
even to the whole body, e.g. reading must bt approached
through bodily activity, as in the use of action sentences,
or through reading and drawing, and through the
handling of material, as in carefully chosen individual
reading occupations.

Lessons demanding concentration must be short and
brisk and taken only with a small group at a time, so
that each child can be really active. A combination of
group and individual work is advisable for slow children,
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